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Stop Judging Your Beautiful Self
Massage Fits You (yes, YOU!)
Rebecca Jones 

Self-acceptance is the first step to a healthier lifestyle and a happy relationship with yourself.

And now we
welcome the
new year. Full
of things that
have never
been.
-RainerMaria Rilke

Office Hours and Contact

Knead For Healing Therapeutic Massage
Barbara Khan, LMT
602-326-0422  
Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat by appointment
www.kneadforhealing.massagetherapy.
com 
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Sol Benson loathed her body. It went
beyond mere embarrassment at how
"fat" she was. Deeper still was the
conviction that her body was unworthy
of love, underserving of nurturing.

And it was that alienation from her own
body that for years kept Benson, a
professional dancer who has waged a
lifelong battle with anorexia, from
getting massage. "I stayed away because
getting a massage was being good to
myself," said the 45-year-old Colorado
mother of two, whose own mother and
brother are massage therapists. "If I'm
on a weight loss cycle, it's like 'I don't
deserve love, I don't deserve food, I
don't deserve to feel good about
myself.'"

Benson credits Mary Rose--a Boulder,
Colorado, massage therapist who has
developed a special style of acupressure
for the physically fragile--with
understanding her psychological fragility
enough to help her turn massage into a
tool for healing, rather than a doorway
to despair.

It was the tender care from Rose,

Benson explains, that helped the
process. Her nonjudgmental ways
helped Benson maintain balance. If,
however, Rose had brought up weight,
or in this case, the lack thereof, Benson
admits it could have sent her into
another purging cycle.

Managing Body Image
Benson's story illustrates just how
complex the issues of body image can be
in 21st century America and just how
valuable bodywork is in mending
distorted body image.

Developing a positive body image is
about becoming present, grounded,
open, aware, and unafraid to find what's

at the core and work through it. It's
about being mindful, and listening to
what your body has to say--a big step on
the way to a healthier lifestyle and not
necessarily an easy one to take. It
requires courage and hard work to learn
self-acceptance. And bodywork can play
a key role in this endeavor.



Bodywork can boost self-esteem and confidence, and even improve body image.
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With America in the grip of an obesity
epidemic--while at the same time
holding up waif-like thinness as a
cultural ideal--many people are worried
about excess pounds and the harsh
judgments that accompany them.
Embarrassment at the thought of
uncovering imperfect bodies for the
close contact of a massage or bodywork
session drives away untold numbers of
potential clients.

The problem isn't limited to issues of
weight. Many people avoid massage
because of embarrassment about acne,
surgical scars, birthmarks they consider
unsightly, or some other physical
deformity or flaw.

"A really common one is, 'I have such
ugly feet,'" Rose says. "I always laugh and
say that in 20 years, I haven't seen an
ugly foot yet. People just have bad
attitudes about their feet. In general,
people are so self-judgmental."

Relax, Really
Massage therapists specialize in the
human body. They don't judge; rather,
they see anatomy.

"This is something that's so prevalent
and something we deal with daily," says
Jonathan Burt, 27, a Detroit massage
therapist and massage instructor. "I
can't tell you how often I've heard, 'I
have to wait until I get into shape before
I come in for a massage.' Clients think
they have to be in shape before they can
relax." Newsflash: Relaxation is not
exclusive to model body types.

Given the increased blood flow that
results from massage, as well as the
benefits to the lymphatic and other body
systems, Burt believes overweight people
and others who suffer from limited
mobility are the people most likely to
benefit from a good massage. That's why
he especially treasures his larger clients.

The idea of taking your clothes off for a
massage is often more intimidating than
the reality. In fact, practitioners make
draping an art form, ensuring the client
doesn't feel exposed. And by the way,
says Burt, you're not the only imperfect
body around here. "We all have flaws,"
says Burt, who gave his first massage at
age seven, when his grandmother, a
double amputee, asked him to massage
her stumps. "Myself, I'm not the

American Gladiator. I inform people I
have flaws as well, and I'd be more than
willing to help them overcome their
self-consciousness."

Viewpoint:
Compassion
We're all in this together, and your
massage therapist is operating from a
place of compassion. Your practitioner
is there to create and hold a safe space
for you. Says Charlie Murdach, 38, a
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, massage
therapist, "For me, it's meeting the
person where that person is and
addressing that person in an appropriate
and compassionate way."

Murdach, who has been a massage
therapist since 1990, says he has yet to
meet a potential client that he can't
help, regardless of that person's physical
condition. He believes this is due to the
massage therapist's ability to avoiding

forcing anything, but to also being open
to the possibility that miracles can
happen.

Murdach explains your practitioner's
role: "Whatever is going on with that
person, whether it's a deformity or some
type of disability, I make sure I can step
up and hold the waters calm for that
person. It doesn't matter if they're
missing an arm, or have a deformed
hand, the person who is standing there
desires to move forward."

Getting a massage can do wonders for
body image and help bridge the
disconnect between the physical and
emotional. A wounded psyche can lead
you to believe you don't deserve a
massage; this is when you most do! You
are worthy--book your massage today.



Soothe Your Skin's Winter Ailments
Kayla Fioravanti 

The Scoop on Meditation
A Simple Practice with Profound Benefits
 

The drying effects of winter are upon
us. Here are some at-home ideas to help
soothe your skin through this
challenging season.

Cleanse
Put away your foaming gels and soaps
and stock up on creamy products.
Cleansing creams, lotions, and milks are
great winter choices, because they don't
contain the harsh, oil-stripping
detergents found in most cleansing gels.

Tone
Shelve your astringents and switch to a
toner. In the cold months, your skin
needs to be soothed and balanced, not
dried out further.

Moisturize
Choose heavier creams than you would
in summer months. You can even use
your heavy eye cream on your lips and
face. If your skin itches, the dry air is
causing the moisture in the top layer of
your skin to evaporate quickly. Slather
those areas with extra moisture until you

feel relief, and never be afraid of using
pure oils on your skin--a bottle of
jojoba or olive oil is great to have on
hand.

Exfoliate
Exfoliate twice a week to remove dead
skin cells and help your skin absorb the
extra moisture you are using. Because
central heating systems reduce the
amount of sebum our skin secretes,
contributing to dryness, exfoliation will
free this natural regulating agent. Use a
cream-based exfoliant with jojoba beads,
so your body can soak up the rich oils.

Hydrate
For a simple in-home hydrotherapy
treatment, start your day with a steamy
shower. Just as you are finishing, switch
the water to cold for about 15 seconds
and then back to warm for 15 seconds.
Repeat the process for two minutes.

Shower and Bathe with Oils
Did you know you can apply body oil,
lotion, or cream during your shower or

bath? The heat and steam help your skin
to thoroughly absorb the moisture.

People who meditate regularly appear
internally and externally five to 10 years
younger than their non-meditating
peers, according to author Deepak
Chopra. That's good news for the
estimated 10 million people who
practice meditation on an ongoing basis
and experience the resulting calm it
cultivates.

The rich benefits come from doing
something that looks like nothing:
Sitting still, being quiet, and breathing
deeply. Meditation works simply but
profoundly by defusing the onslaughts
of life - a racing mind, busyness,
deadlines, commutes, all of which have
physiological effects on well-being.
Meditation calms the nervous system,
decreases metabolic rate, heart rate, and
blood pressure, and lowers levels of
cholesterol, stress hormones, and free

radicals. It also has a direct effect on
breathing, slowing and deepening
respiration so more oxygen circulates
throughout the body. Not only that,
meditation is said to lessen feelings of
anxiety and depression and improve
memory and concentration. And all of
this culminates in slowing the aging
process, as Chopra notes.

There are many meditation techniques,
including focusing on a mantra, a sacred
word or phrase, or your breath.  But the
basic intent of all meditation is focus
and attention. And it doesn't take hours
a day in an ashram to meditate
effectively. Benefits kick in with even a
short period of devoted time.

How to begin? Wear comfortable,
unrestrictive clothes, sit on a cushion or
chair with your back straight (think once

again, comfort), rest your hands on
your legs, let your eyes go soft and out of
focus or close them, breathe slowly and
deeply, and - the hardest part - attempt
to empty your mind of thoughts and
quiet the internal dialogue. When
thoughts flit through your mind, let
them pass without judging them and
come back to your focus (your mantra,
counting, etc.) and breathing.

Start with this sitting meditation
technique for five minutes a day, and
add on time as you get more at ease with
the process. For more information on
techniques and benefits, check out
www.abc-of-meditation.com.



Design is not just
what it looks like
and feels like.
Design is how it
works.
-Steve Jobs

KNEAD FOR HEALING THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
2740 N 21st Drive Phoenix, AZ 85009
Encanto Park Area

Directions: 19th Avenue & Thomas, West on Thomas to 21st
Drive, South to 2740 (2nd house on right).

Available Mon, Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat.
By appointment-call/text 602-326-0422   
Email: barb.khan@cox.net 
Website: www.kneadforhealing.massagetherapy.com 
BARBARA KHAN, LMT 
Licensed in the State of Arizona

60 Minute Session $60 
90 Minute Session $85

Aromatherapy or any add-on service included. See website
for details. 	

Cash/Visa/MasterCard/Amex/Discover

Knead For Healing Therapeutic Massage

2740 N 21st Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85009


