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The Importance of Proper Posture
Correct Alignment Leads to Better Health
Hope Bentley 

Working in front of a computer often leads to poor posture. Learn how to counteract the effects.

Some people
are always
grumbling
because roses
have thorns; I
am thankful
that thorns
have roses.
-Alphonse Karr
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Talk of good posture often generates
images of women walking in a circle with
books balanced on their heads or
soldiers standing at attention. But good
posture does not have to be rigid or
ridiculous. In fact, far from ridiculous,
it may be the key to good health.

According to Patrick Wroblewski, a
Boulder, Colorado-based structural
integration practitioner, "Good posture
is a dynamic, working awareness of how
gravity is coming down through the
body." In other words, just as the body
moves and changes throughout the day,
so should posture.

Wroblewski explains that many people
come in to his practice with complaints

of lower back pain, and stiff necks and
shoulders, most of which have a direct
correlation to poor posture. If a person
sits hunched in front of a computer
screen all day, it's likely the head hovers
towards the screen, the lower back has
collapsed and the tail bone is supporting
the weight, and legs are crossed or
splayed. Bad standing posture includes
the same hunching or lateral

misalignment, like standing with a hip
cocked to one side. These common
forms of less-than-perfect posture mean
less-than-healthy consequences for the
body.

Does Posture Matter?
Ever feel low on energy? Get sick often?
Experience headaches or digestive upset,
like constipation or diarrhea? Feel less
agile than you used to be?  Your
postural habits may be behind these
symptoms.

Proper posture means the body is
aligned so that all the muscles work as
they were designed to. On the other
hand, poor posture leads to inefficient

movement, causing the muscles to have
to do extra work. For instance, if the
head isn't resting correctly on top of the
neck and spine but hovers over the chest
instead, the muscles at the back of the
neck have to remain contracted to hold
the head up. The results? Circulation
becomes hindered, and oxygen and



Practice makes perfect! Good postural habits require repetition and practice, practice, practice.
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nutrients have a hard time flowing
through the body. Contracted muscles
are less able to receive hydration and
energy, and the tissue eventually
becomes hard and fibrous. Eventually,
muscles can pull bones out of alignment
and cause serious problems and
discomfort.

The bottom line is, poor posture can
lead to muscular stress and fatigue,
which can in turn lead to deficient
circulation, compromised immunity,
and poor lymph flow--which brings us
back to low energy, frequent illness,
headaches, digestive issues, and waning
agility. So to answer our earlier
question, yes, posture matters.

Perfecting Posture
Correcting poor posture requires
undoing the hardening, or fibrosis, of
the muscles that have been habitually
contracted, allowing them to relax and
the bones to move back into place.
Perhaps a simple concept, but not an
easy task.

Wroblewski uses a combination of
techniques to help correct posture:
Swedish massage can help increase
circulation and release chronically held
areas. Deep tissue massage helps wake up
the body and reverse some of the fibrosis
in the tissue. And other bodywork
techniques can further precipitate
postural adjustments. He says, "Any
kind of manipulation--craniosacral,
acupressure--can cause an unwinding of
tension and allow the body to release to
the position in which it belongs."

Wroblewski also recommends movement
education, an umbrella term that
includes many types of bodywork, such
as Alexander Technique, Feldenkrais
Method, Hellerwork, and Trager
Approach. Movement education
advocates that one's body structure and
movements can get stuck in habitual,
unhealthy patterns. Movement
education unwinds the patterns and
teaches the body, as well as the mind,
anew. This is done through a series of
sessions where practitioners may use
hands-on manipulation to teach the
student different, more efficient ways to
move, sit, stand, reach, bend, lift and
walk. Ultimately, this balances the body
and allows energy to move freely.

Movement education techniques may be

especially beneficial for people suffering
from chronic difficulties, but also for
anyone trying to achieve higher levels of
physical and mental wellness.

According to Wroblewski, bodywork can
induce a "neutral reprogramming," so
that people can start from scratch and
learn to recognize when good posture is
breaking down. Then the necessary
adjustments can be made.

What's a Body To Do?
Desk jobs are notorious for wreaking
havoc and causing postural
impairments. Sitting for hours on end
staring at a computer screen is likely one
of the worst things you can do to your
body. If you spend a lot of time sitting,
make sure both feet are flat on the
ground to give yourself a "tripod" of
stability for the spine to rest on. Also, be
sure to take frequent breaks, even if it
just means walking to the window for a

moment, or getting a glass of water. And
when standing, distribute weight evenly
between both feet, and don't lock the
knees or ankles.

Good posture takes practice, practice,
practice and constant reminding.
Wroblewski suggests leaving reminders
in places where you will run into them
throughout your day.

Old habits die hard, and this is true for
muscular habits too. Be sure to schedule
a series of massage treatments to help
retrain the body. And talk to your
practitioner about stretches and posture
tips that can enhance your massage
sessions. As you progress, you will notice
less joint and muscle pain, fewer
headaches, more energy, and possibly
even stronger immunity and better
digestion. Finally, you will develop a
stronger awareness of your body and an
increased sense of well being.



The ginger plant has many medicinal uses.

The Health Benefits of Ginger
Easing Nausea, Joint Pain, and Allergies
 

The Power of Tea Tree Oil
 

This pungent spice is found in cuisine
around the globe, but ginger has also
been used for more than 2,500 years
for its medicinal properties. The
ancient Chinese knew that it aided in
the absorption of many herbal
preparations and they prescribed it
extensively as a digestive tonic.

A native root of southeast Asia, ginger is
a potent ally in the treatment of nausea,
motion sickness, and joint pain.
Current research confirms ginger's
efficacy as an anti-inflammatory, GI
calmative, and antihistamine. The active
ingredients found in ginger -- gingerols
and shagoals -- lower levels of
prostaglandins, the chemicals
responsible for pain and inflammation
in joints and muscles. By reducing
prostaglandins, ginger can even have a
positive effect on heart health and
circulation because chronic, systemic
inflammation increases the risk of heart
attack and blood vessel compromise.

Ginger comes in several forms. Fresh

and dried ginger is available in
supermarkets for use in cooking. It's
also available in capsules, an extract pill
form, prepackaged tea bags, crystallized,
and as a topical oil.

Recommended Uses
Motion Sickness and Nausea
Most medications for nausea and
motion sickness work to calm the
nervous system and can cause drowsiness
and dry mouth. On the other hand,
ginger calms the digestive tract directly
and has been shown to reduce nausea
after surgery and chemotherapy. For
motion sickness, take 100 mg two hours
before departure and every four hours
afterwards or as needed.

Arthritis and Muscle Aches
Massage ginger oil into affected areas
and/or take up to 1 g of powdered ginger
daily to reduce inflammation.

Colds and Allergies
Drink up to 4 cups of ginger tea daily or
enjoy authentic ginger ale (made from

real ginger).

While ginger has no known side effects,
it's always a good idea to consult your
health care practitioner to make sure it's
right for you.

Is your medicine cabinet full of
ointments, oils, and creams that each
treats one specific ailment? Maybe you
can cut down on some of the clutter by
adding nature's own wonder drug, tea
tree oil, instead.

What is Tea Tree Oil
Produced in Australia from the tree M.
alternifolia, tea tree oil acts as an
antiseptic, fungicide, insect deterrent,
and more. It has been used in Australia
by aborigines for generations and, since
the country's colonization, has spread to
the rest of the world.

Tea tree oil, which can be found as an
essential oil as well as in creams,
ointments, shampoo, and even
toothpaste, can be used to treat a
staggering variety of conditions,
including: acne, arthritis, athlete's foot,

burns, cuts, dandruff, eczema,
gingivitis, infection, insect bites and
stings, lice, muscle sprains, psoriasis,
and rashes. And that's just a partial list!

Potential Benefits
The exact cause of tea tree oil's
effectiveness is difficult to ascertain, and
researchers are still looking into just
how much the natural remedy can do for
us. Newer studies have looked at its
ability to stop the spread of
sometimes-deadly methicillin-resistant
staphylococcus aureus in hospitals.

Use Safely
While there are plenty of benefits to
using tea tree oil, its strength can also be
problematic, even dangerous. The Mayo
Clinic advises that it's not safe to ingest
or take tea tree oil internally, and it is
considered particularly harmful if

ingested by pets.

Also, like most natural remedies, the US
Food and Drug Administration does not
regulate tea tree oil as it does other
medicines, leaving no standard quality
of tea tree oil products. And, while
many people enthusiastically support tea
tree oil, it is no substitute for
professional medical care.

Yet, many people agree that, if nothing
else, tea tree oil should be a part of your
first aid kit in case of bites, burns, or
scrapes. But who knows? You might find
yourself using it for much more than
that.



You'll never do
a whole lot
unless you're
brave enough to
try.
-Dolly Parton
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